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Newsletter of the Tri-County Regional Centre for Education

Orange Shirt Day #EveryChildMatters

Students and staff at Islands Consolidated School wear orange to mark the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation (pictured above).

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation coincides with Orange Shirt Day and on September 29, schools
throughout TCRCE honoured the survivors, families, and communities impacted by residential schools in
Canada. These institutions separated Indigenous children from their language, culture, identity, and
communities. National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is also a time to learn about the history and legacy of
residential schools in Canada and to commit to the ongoing process of Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples
of Canada.

How to Contact TCRCE
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A message from the Regional Happening Around TCRCE
Executive Director
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Student Success Planning Capital Lpekies




Grade 6 Provincial Assessment Results

2021-22 |2022-23 |Differential

Writing 37% 42% +5%

Mathematicsl 50% 55% +5%

Grade 3 Provincial Assessment Results

Regional Executive Director e (0% bl s
We've just wrapped up a great first month back to
school. It was truly a great September and terrific start Writing [ 19% 25% +6%
up. | invite you to take some time to review this

monthly report to see what's new in TCRCE and what Mathematicsl 55% 65% +10%
our schools have been up to throughout the last
month. But first, I'd like to share with you some
assessment results. It's time to celebrate!

Each October, grade six students in Nova Scotia complete provincial assessments in Reading, Writing, and
Mathematics. The TCRCE results in 2022-23 are impressive. Our scores improved in each category. In fact, in both
Writing and Mathematics, scores increased by 5% over the previous year. Any increase is something to be proud of
and these numbers are especially impressive.

The good news continues. We've also recently received the results of the grade three provincial assessments in
Literacy and Mathematics, completed in May 2023. As you'll see in the chart above, each category has continually
improved including a tremendous 10% increase in mathematics.

Again, I'd like to stress how significant these improvements are. This is evidence that what we are doing is working
and the hard work of our TCRCE staff, students, and families is paying off. We always say everyone has a role to play in
education and so, this is a proud moment for all of TCRCE!

We always have room for improvement and we'll continue working to stay on this positive trajectory. For details on
how we plan to continue moving the needle, | invite you to read about our Student Success Plans and Short Cycle
Planning on the next page.

All the best, Upcoming Dates
October is:
Jared Purdy * Learning Disabilities Awareness Mon. Oct. 9: Schools Closed for

TCRCE Regional Executive Director Month Thanksgiving Day

e Mi'kmaw History Month Fri. Oct. 13: CLT Day (2 hour early
dismissal)

Fri. Oct. 27: No School for Students
(NSTU Conference Day)
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TCRCE is currently putting the finishing touches on our new System Improvement Plan. We will
share those details in our next newsletter. For now, we'd like to explain two terms we use in
education planning. You may have heard one or both of the following terms from your child’s
school or teacher: Student Success Plans and Short Cycle Planning.

What's a Student Success Plan?

The Student Success Plan is a living document,
changing and improving as schools analyze student
evidence of learning and choose strategies to impact the
literacy, mathematics, and well-being success of every
student. It's the systematic way of planning school
improvement with identifying measurable goals that are
rigorous yet attainable. Through the process, educators
and partners are empowered to engage in collaborative
efficacy that promotes a cycle of continuous
improvement leading to measurable progress in student
well-being as well as achievement in literacy and
mathematics.

Ice Cream Science Lesson

Who doesn’t love ice cream?! Students in the YCMHS
Connect Centre recently completed a science lesson making
ice cream with their teacher, Adrienne Gould (pictured left).

The Connect Centre offers students a space to build
connection, receive academic support, and identify strengths
that can build toward their future career opportunities. The
focus is on providing a space where students who have
become disengaged from traditional classroom learning can
build a connection between their aspirations and their
education.

What is short
cycle planning?

Short cycle planning focuses on a
flexible approach to learning that
allows adjustments to teaching

strategies to take place based on
ongoing assessment of student
progress. Short cycles occur
multiple times throughout a school
year and each cycle can last up to
90 days.




How to Contact TCRCE

School-Related General Inquiries

Inquiries/Concerns? Q, 902-749-5676

1. The first point of contact should always D contact@tcrce.ca

be the child’s teacher.

Transportation
2. If the inquiry/concern is unresolved, % 902'749'5663
families should always contact the school < bussing@tcrce.ca

administration.
Pre-Primary Program

3. If the inquiry/concern is still unresolved, % 902-749-5678

families are asked to contact TCRCE and will < preprimary@tcrce.ca

then be put in touch with the appropriate

person.

902-749-5818 School Closure/Weather

R, 1-888-833-5287
info@tcrce.ca ><] weather@tcrce.ca

Join a School Advisory Council!
School Advisory Councils play an important role in . -
supporting student success at the school community What is an SAC:

level. Many schools are currently recruiting for SAC A School Advisory Council is an
members. Please contact your community school for advisory body to the school principal

more info. and Regional Centre for Education on
- ) a range of issues related to the school

-‘ '\ u IR P and the school system. Membership
il < 4 ~ f can vary, but generally consists of the

r I a5 school principal, parents, teachers,
‘ ‘ and other community members.

Did You Know?

SACs have a budget of $5,000 plus
$1 per student to support student
achievement in their school.
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Happening Around the Region

A student at Digby Regional High School takes a
turn at smashing away the hate for Stand Up
Against Bullying Day on September 14, 2023.
(pictured above).

Hillcrest Academy practices a relocation drill to
Shelburne Regional High School
(pictured left).

Students at Meadow fields Community School
participate in the annual Terry Fox Walk
(pictured above).

On September 20, TCRCE held the first regional
GSA gathering. Students from GSAs (Gender &
Sexuality Alliances) throughout the region
attended this event that took place in Yarmouth
(pictured left).
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Capital Improvements and Repairs

Our operations team is always busy working on a variety of capital repairs and improvements.
Here's what they've been up to recently:

New windows at Islands Consolidated School.

New siding on gym at Port Maitland Consolidated Elementary School.

New siding for Carleton Consolidated Elementary.

New paving at St. Mary's Bay Academy & coming soon to Forest Ridge Academy.
New boiler to be installed at Digby Elementary School.

Sprinkler upgrades to come at Forest Ridge Academy & St. Mary’s Bay Academy.
Upgrades to heat exchangers and other units.

Installed additional outdoor classrooms.

Assisted Pre-Primary department on renovating some of the play areas.

New PA systems were installed in many schools.

Over the summer, Technology Services completed major improvements to all school networks.

e £ar =

P1ctured above anew outdoor learnlng space was recently constructed at Drumhn Helghts Consohdated
School.



October is Mi'lkmaw History Month
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“For me, the flight
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- BECOME
A HOST FAMILY

Open your home and heart to an international student

IMPORTANT UPDATE: COMPENSATION INCREASE STARTING SEPTEMBER 2023

S§775/mn $875/mn $975/mn

PER STUDENT If you can accommodate a If you can accommodate a
[Tax Free) vegetarian or lactose free diet vegan or celiac diet

REFER A NEW HOST FAMILY AND RECEIVE $100 UPON SUCCESSFUL STUDENT PLACEMENT

= - Y Email:
e Tr| -County g nsisp@tcrce.ca
W Regional Centre for Education

Learn more : nsisp.ca/host

Nova Scotia [ ] @ APPUlauxdevoirs
HomeworkHUB .E Nouvelle-Eco

NEED HELP WITH A
MATH QUESTION?

GNSPES Access Available 24/7 Bilingual Tutors

" textbooks Tutors for Grade 7 - 12
i Sunday through Thursday
5:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Click the Nova Scotia
Homework Hub icon g tice questions
- vocabulary review

Naova Scotia [ ] @ APPUlauxdevoirs
1-888-444-6607 HomeworkHUB Nouvelle-Ecosse
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